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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Attached please find Form PTO-1449 together with the references as stated in the 
specification. 

- U.S. Patent 4,867,167 as discussed on Page 5 of the specification. No copy of this 
U.S. Patent is being submitted at this time in accordance with the U.S. Patent Office rule. 

- U.S. Patent 4,803,994 as discussed on Page 5 of the specification. No copy of this 
U.S. Patent is being submitted at this time in accordance with the U.S. Patent Office rule. 

- U.S. Patent 4,688,428 as discussed on Page 5 of the specification. No copy of this 
U.S. Patent is being submitted at this time in accordance with the U.S. Patent Office rule. 

- U.S. Patent 4,470,303 as discussed on Page 5 of the specification. No copy of this 
U.S. Patent is being submitted at this time in accordance with the U.S. Patent Office rule. 

- U.S. Patent 5,840,028 as discussed on Page 6 of the specification. No copy of this 
U.S. Patent is being submitted at this time in accordance with the U.S. Patent Office rule. 

- Japanese Patent Gazette (Patent Laid-Open No. 10-5226) as discussed on Page 6 of 
the specification. 
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- Japanese Patent Gazette (Patent Laid-Open No. 2000-229078) as discussed on Page 

6 of the specification. 

- Kanai, H., Hasegawa, H., Chubachi, N., Koiwa, Y. and Tanaka, M, "Noninvasive 
evaluation of local myocardial thickness in heart wall and its color coding", IEEE transaction 
UFFC, 1997; 44:752-768 as discussed on Page 6 of the specification. 

- Hasegawa., H, Kanai., H, Hoshimiya., N, Chubachi, N., Koiwa, Y., "Accuracy 
evaluation in the measurement of a small change in the thickness of arterial walls and the 
measurement of elasticity of the human carotid artery", Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. 1 998; 3 7 : 3 1 0 1 -3 1 05 
as discussed on Page 6 of the specification. 

- Kanai, H. , Koiwa, Y. , Zhang J. , "Real-time measurements of local myocardium motion 
and arterial wall thickening", IEEE transaction UFFC, 1999; 46:1229-1241 as discussed on 
Page 6 of the specification. 

The following references have been cited in the International Phase of the above- 
identified application. 

- Shin'ichi KATSUMATA et al., "Shinzoheki karano Cho'onpa Koho Sanran Kyodo 
no Isshin Shukinai deno Tanshuki Hendo no Keisoku", The Institute of Electronics, Information 
and Communication Engineers Gijutsu Kenkyu Hokoku, 19 September, 2001, Vol. 101, No. 
317, pages 1 to 6 has been cited under Category X as being relevant to International claims 1 - 

7 and further cited under Category Y as being relevant to International claims 8 and 9. No 
translation is available at this time. 
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- JP 1-98982 discloses a backscatter data collection technique for ultrasound. The 
reference has been cited under Category X as being relevant to International claim 1, cited 
under Category Y as being relevant to International claims 2-6 and further cited under 
Category A as being relevant to International claims 7-9. No translation of this reference is 
available at this time. Applicant further wishes to bring to the attention of the Examiner the 
corresponding U.S. Patent 4,803,994. This U.S. Patent has previously been mentioned above. 

- JP 10-5226 discloses ultrasonic diagnostic equipment. The reference has been cited 
under Category Y as being relevant to International claims 2 - 6 and further cited under 
Category A as being relevant to International claims 7-9. This reference has been previously 
cited above. No full translation is available at this time, however, attached is an English 
language abstract. Applicant further wishes to bring to the attention of the Examiner the 
corresponding U. S. Patent 5,840,028. This U.S. Patent has previously been mentioned above. 

- JP 2000-152929 discloses ultrasonic diagnostic equipment. The reference has been 
cited under Category Y as being relevant to International claims 8 and 9 and further cited under 
Category A as being relevant to International claims 1-7. No full translation is available at this 
time, however, attached is an English language abstract. 

- JP 5-3371 1 1 discloses ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus. The reference has been cited 
under Category A as being relevant to International claims 1-9. No full translation is available 
at this time, however, attached is an English language abstract. 

- JP 2-2 1 5448 discloses ultrasound diagnostic equipment for calculating and displaying 
integrated backscatter or scattering coefficients by using scattering power or scattering power 



3 



• 10/507381 

OT09Rec'dPCWT0 O9$S>20Of 



spectrum of blood. The reference has been cited under Category A as being relevant to 
International claims 1-9. No translation of this reference is available at this time. Applicant 
further wishes to bring to the attention of the Examiner the corresponding U.S. Patent 
5,097,836 and the corresponding European Patent EP 0 383 288. 



Consideration of the above references is requested. 
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